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Rajendra Prasad (center), who went on to become the first president of India, alongside 
Jawaharlal Nehru and Bhulabhai Desai at the All India Congress Committee Session in April 
1939 

Brahmanical religious texts refer to Kayasthas as a caste responsible for writing secular 
documents and maintaining records from the 7th century AD onward.[1] 

According to the historical chronicle known as the Rajatarangini ("River of Kings"), written by 
Kalhana in the 12th century AD, Kayasthas served as prime ministers and treasury officials 
under several Kashmiri kings.[16] 

Prior to the 13th century AD, during the rule of Hindu kings, Kayasthas dominated public 
service and had a near-monopoly on appointments to government positions.[17] They may also 
have been described as Karanas, since the two groups performed similar functions.[18] 

According to Abu al-Fazl, Emperor Akbar's prime minister, Kayasthas were rulers of the Pala 
Empire, one of the major early medieval Indian kingdoms that originated in Bengal.[4] 

In Bengal, during the reign of the Gupta Empire beginning in the 4th century AD, when 
systematic and large-scale colonization by Aryan Kayasthas and Brahmins first took place, 
Kayasthas were brought over by the Guptas to help manage the affairs of state.[19] 

Medieval India 

Upon the Muslim conquest of India, Kayasthas mastered Persian,[1] which became the official 
language of the Mughal courts.[20] Some converted to Islam and formed the Muslim Kayasth 
community in northern India. 

One of the most notable Kayasthas of the Mughal period was Raja Todar Mal, Emperor Akbar's 
finance minister and one of the court's nine Navaratnas, who is credited with establishing the 
Mughal revenue system.[21] He also translated the Bhagavata Purana from Sanskrit into 
Persian.[22] 

In Bengal, Kayasthas served as governors, prime ministers and treasury officials under Mughal 
rule.[23] 

As a result of their exalted status amongst Muslim sultans, many Bengali Kayasthas became 
zamindars and jagirdars. According to Abu al-Fazl, most of the Hindu zamindars in Bengal were 
Kayasthas.[24] 

Maharaja Pratapaditya, the King of Jessore who declared independence from Mughal rule in the 
early 17th century, was a Kayastha.[25] 



British India 

During the British Raj, Kayasthas continued to proliferate in public administration, qualifying for 
the highest executive and judicial offices open to Indians.[23] 

Bengali Kayasthas took on the role occupied by merchant castes in other parts of India and 
profited from business contacts with the British. In 1911, for example, Kayasthas and Brahmins 
owned 40% of all the Indian-owned mills, mines and factories in Bengal.[26] 

Some of the significant figures of the Indian independence movement were Kayasthas, including 
the spiritual leaders Swami Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo, and the revolutionary leader Subhas 
Chandra Bose.[27][28] 

Modern India 

The Kayastha are found mostly in central, eastern and northern India, and particularly in 
Bengal.[29] Today, there are an estimated 800,000 Kayasthas in India. Kayasthas that have risen 
to prominence since independence include the country's first president, Rajendra Prasad, and its 
second prime minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri.[1] 

Kayasthas are considered a Forward Caste, as they do not qualify for any of the reservation 
benefits alloted to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes that are 
administered by the Government of India.[30] 

 


